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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 14-19 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kato et al (US 5,647,647). 

• In regard to claims 14 and 26, Kato et al discloses a method for setting a desired 
longitudinal deceleration or longitudinal acceleration in a vehicle, comprising 
setting the desired longitudinal deceleration or longitudinal acceleration using a 
first mode at vehicle longitudinal speeds above a limiting value and setting the 
desired longitudinal deceleration or longitudinal acceleration using a second 
mode at vehicle longitudinal speeds below the limiting value. (Column 4, lines 
10-31) 

• In regard to claim 15, wherein the first mode includes establishing, on the basis 
of a wheel speed of at least one wheel, one of an actual longitudinal deceleration 
or an actual longitudinal acceleration and varying the at least one of the actual 
longitudinal deceleration or longitudinal acceleration until it corresponds to a 
desired longitudinal deceleration or a desired longitudinal acceleration, 
respectively. (Column 4, lines 42-56) 
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• In regard to claim 16, wherein the second mode a desired longitudinal 
deceleration is set by establishing a setpoint brake pressure for at least one 
wheel brake cylinder and setting the desired longitudinal deceleration based on 
the established setpoint brake pressure. (Column 4, lines 10-31) 

• In regard to claim 17, wherein the establishing of the desired longitudinal 
deceleration further comprises establishing an actual brake pressure of the at 
least one wheel brake cylinder and varying the actual brake pressure until the 
actual brake pressure corresponds to the setpoint brake pressure. (Column 4, 
line 57 - Column 5, line 5) 

• In regard to claim 18, wherein the setpoint brake pressure is established from 
information and at least one part of the information is established in an operating 
state of the vehicle in which the vehicle longitudinal speed is greater than the 
limiting value. (Column 4, line 10 - Column 5, line 5) 

• In regard to claim 19, wherein during the operating state of the vehicle In which 
the vehicle longitudinal speed is greater than the limiting value, an actual 
longitudinal deceleration and the actual brake pressure are detected at least at 
one point in time, and in the operating state, the setpoint brake pressure is 
established on the basis of the detected actual longitudinal deceleration, the 
actual brake pressure and the desired longitudinal deceleration. (Column 4, lines 
10 - Column 5, line 5) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kato et al in view of Yano et al (US 6,282,483). Kato et al fails to disclose specifically 
the inclination of a road surface, however, Yano et al discloses this in order to help 
determine how to accelerate or decelerate the vehicle. (Column 21 , lines 40-49) 
Further, Kato et al fails to specifically disclose being able to establish a setpoint engine 
torque and setting the acceleration based upon the engine torque, however, this is also 
taught by Yano et al (Column 22, lines 33-55). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the inclination of the 
road surface and the engine torque as taught by Yano et al with the invention of Kato et 
al since these are well known in the art and would allow the vehicle to accelerate or 
decelerate to the desired speed more accurately. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARIE A. WEISKOPF whose telephone number is 
(571)272-6288. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday between 
7:00 AM and 5:30 PM. 



Application/Control Number: 10/517,507 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3664 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Khoi Iran can be reached on (571) 272-6919. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



MW 

/Khoi H Iran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3664 



